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Vytenis Andriukaitis, European 

Commissioner for Health & Food Safety

Kiril Ananievhasworkedat the Ministry of FinanceBulgariasince
1980, after graduatingfrom the Universityof National and World
Economywith a degreein Financeand Credit. Hespecializedin the
Financingof Socialand CulturalExpendituresat the Universityof
NationalandWorldEconomy,andin HealthcareReformin Chicago,
USA. Heheldvariousexpertpositionsuntil hebecameHeadof State
ExpenditureGeneralDirectorateandDeputyMinisterof Financefor
three consecutivegovernmentsbetween1998-2009. He was also
FinancialPolicySecretaryfor the administrationof the Presidentof
the Republicof Bulgaria(2009-2011) andCounsellorto the Political
Office of the Prime Minister (2013-2014). From August 2014 to
January2017he wasDeputyMinister of Finance. After this he was
Minister of Financeof the Republicof Bulgaria in the caretaker
governmentof PrimeMinister ProfessorOgnyanGerdzhikovuntil
May 2017. BetweenMay and November2017he actedas Deputy
Minister of Financein the third government of Prime Minister
BoykoBorisov. He was electedas Minister of Health on the 10th
November2017by the 44th NationalAssembly.

High-level Speakers

Kiril Ananiev, 

Bulgarian Minister of Health

VytenisAndriukaitiswas appointed the EuropeanCommissioner
for Health and FoodSafetyin November2014. He was born in
1951in Kyusyurin Siberia,wherehis family wasdeportedin 1941
from Lithuania. He returned to Lithuaniain 1957and went on to
graduate from medical school in 1975. He was a practicing
surgeonfor more than 20 years. Healsoholdsa degreein History
from VilniusUniversity. In 1990 he was electedto the Supreme
Council of the Republic of Lithuania which preceded Seimas
(LithuanianParliament),and was a co-author and a signatoryof
the IndependenceAct of Lithuania in March 1990. He also co-
authoredthe Constitutionof the Republicof Lithuaniaadoptedin
1992, and co-foundedthe LithuanianSocialDemocraticParty. He
was Member of the LithuanianParliamentfor six terms, during
which his roles includedacting as Chairmanof the Committeeon
EuropeanAffairs,includingduringthe accessionto the EUin 2004;
memberof the ForeignAffairsCommittee; and Presidentof Social
Democratic Party. He also served as Head of the Lithuanian
delegationto the Conventionon the Futureof Europe. From2012
to 2014 Andriukaitis was Minister for Health in the Lithuanian
Government.
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Emil Karanikolov, 
Bulgarian Minister of Economy

EmilLyubenovKaranikolovholdsa Masterof Lawdegreefrom the
University of National and World Economywith an additional
qualification in the field of FinancialManagement. From2004 to
2010 he occupiedthe positionof Jurist for "Legaland regulatory
services"in SofiaMunicipality. HehaspreviouslyactedasDirector
of "Administrative Control, Regional Development and State
Property" in the RegionalAdministration of Sofia. From 2010
to 2017 he was the Executive Director of the Agency for
PrivatizationandPost-PrivatizationControl. Hewaselectedfor the
Ministerof Economyin May2017by the 44th NationalAssembly.

Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for 

Agriculture and Rural Development

Phil Hoganhas been EUCommissionerfor Agricultureand Rural
DevelopmentsinceNovember2014. Hegrew up on a farm in rural
Kilkenny, in south-east Ireland. From 1989 until he became
Commissioner,he representedthe Carlow/Kilkennyconstituencyin
DáilÉireann, the IrishParliament,wherehe servedin the FineGael
Party shadowcabinet and as spokesmanon Europe,on the food
industry,on consumeraffairsandon regionalpolicy. Between2011
and 2014, he servedas Minister for the Environmentand Local
Governmentin the IrishGovernmentof PrimeMinister EndaKenny
TD. Duringthis time, hesuccessfullyimplementeda broad-ranging
agenda,includingthe biggestreformof localgovernmentsincethe
foundationof the Irish State. He has also occupiedvarioussenior
postsat local, national and Europeanlevel, includingPresidentof
the Councilof EUEnvironmentMinisters (2013), Chairmanof the
European People's Party of Environment Ministers (2012-14),
NationalDirectorof Electionsfor the FineGaelparty (2010-11) and
FineGaelDirectorof Organisation(2002-07). Prior to his entry to
politics,he establishedandsubsequentlydirectedan insuranceand
real estate business. He also managedthe family farm between
1981-83 and is a graduateof UniversityCollegeCork,with a BAin
EconomicsandGeography(1981).
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Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for 

Research, Science and Innovation

CarlosMoedaswasborn in Beja(Portugal)in 1970. Hegraduatedin
CivilEngineeringfrom the Higher TechnicalInstitute (IST)in 1993
and completedthe final year of studiesat the ÉcoleNationaledes
Pontset Chausséesin Paris(France). Heworked in engineeringfor
the Suez-Lyonnaisedes Eaux group in France until 1998. He
obtainedanMBAfrom HarvardBusinessSchool(USA)in 2000, after
whichhe returnedto Europeto work in mergersandacquisitionsat
investmentbank GoldmanSachsin London(UK). He returned to
Portugal in 2004 as Managing Director of Aguirre Newman and
member of the ExecutiveBoard of Aguirre Newman in Spain. In
2008, he founded his own investment company, Crimson
Investmentmanagement. In 2011, he was electedfor the National
Parliamentandwascalledfor the governmentto Secretaryof State
to the Prime Minister of Portugal in charge of the Portuguese
Adjustment Programme. In 2014, he became Member of the
EuropeanCommission,as Commissionerin charge of Research,
ScienceandInnovation.

Jean-EricPaquethasbeenDirector-Generalof the DGResearchand
Innovationof the EuropeanCommissionsinceApril 2018. Hebegan
his careerin the EuropeanCommissionin 1993in the Directorate-
General for Transport. In 1999 he joined the office of
G. Verheugen, former Commissionerfor Enlargement. In 2002he
became the Deputy Head of Cabinet of P. Busquin, former
Commissionerfor Research. Mr Paquet was EU Ambassadorin
Mauritania between2004 and 2007. He returned to transport in
2007 where he led the development of the Trans-European
TransportNetwork policy. As Director for the ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴMobility
bŜǘǿƻǊƪέhe was responsiblefor 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎtransport infrastructure
policy and investmentstrategies, the single Europeanrail area,
inland waterways and port policy. He joined DG Enlargementin
November2013 where he took over the Directoratein chargeof
relationswith Albania,Bosnia& Herzegovina,Serbia,Kosovoand
the WesternBalkans. In November2015hewasappointedDeputy
Secretary-Generalof the EuropeanCommissionin chargeof Policy
CoordinationandBetterRegulation,dealingamongotherswith the
EuropeanSemesterfor economicpolicy coordination,energyand
climate-relatedpolicies,aswell associalandemploymentpolicies.

Jean-Eric Paquet, Director -General DG Research, 

Science and Innovation, European Commission



8

Rumen Porozhanov, Bulgarian Minister 

of Agriculture, Food and Forestry

RumenPorodzhanovholdsan MA in AgrarianBusiness,Economics
and Managementand an MA in DefenceIndustry,Economicsand
Managementfrom the Universityof NationalandWorldEconomy.
Porodzhanovhasa long professionalexperienceat the Ministry of
Finance. From1992to 2009heconsecutivelyheldappointmentsin
expert positions at the SpecialActivities FundingDivision, was
Head of Finance,Agriculture, Trade and ServicesDivision and
Director of RealSectorFinanceDirectorate. Between2009-2011
he was Headof the Cabinetof the Minister of Finance. He also
held the position of ExecutiveDirector of the State Agriculture
Fund-PAand was the headof the institution between2014-2017.
In 2014he wasappointedas Minister of Financein the Caretaker
Government. He is currentlythe Minister of Agriculture,Foodand
Forestry.

Krasimir Valchev is the Minister of Education and Sciencein
Bulgaria. He has beena key figure in the decentralizationof the
Bulgarian education system and in introducing a sound and
efficient funding model for education. He has more than fifteen
years of comprehensiveexperiencein the educationand science
sectors, especially with regard to management and funding,
evaluationand monitoring,and managingEuropeanpre-accession
programs. KrasimirValchevholdsa MA in PublicFinancefrom the
University of Economics of Varna and has an academic
specializationin Budget and FinancialManagement from Duke
University,USA.

Krasimir Valchev, Bulgarian Minister 

of Education and Science

Karin Schindler, 

Ministry of Health, Austria 

Karin Schindler,PhD, is a Nutritional Scientist who has been
working at the Medical Universityof Vienna for more than 15
years. Sheis involvedin variousnationaland internationalprojects
in the area of obestiy, nutrition, old age and disease. She is
working in the AustrianMinistry of Healthas headof the division
άaƻǘƘŜǊ, Child,Adolesenceand GenderHealth,bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴέ. In this
functionsheis responsiblefor organizingthe conferenceάtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ
foodςtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎƘŜŀƭǘƘέduringthe AustrianEUpresidency.
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Lilia Ahrné, University of Copenhagen
@liahrne

ProfessorLiliaAhrnéisPresidentof the EuropeanFederationof
Food Scienceand Technology(EFFoST) and Professorat the
Universityof Copenhagen. Shehasa PhDin FoodEngineering
from the CatholicUniversityof Portugal in collaborationwith
the University of California Davis. In 1994, she moved to
Swedenwith an EUfellowship(FP5 Air Mobility) for a Postdoc
hostedby TetraPakandLundUniversity. Shehasbeendirector
of Processand Technologyat the SwedishInstitute for Food
and Biotechnologyand is adjunct Professor at Chalmers
Universityof Technology.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I am actively contributing to reducing food
wastewhen I buy food, when I cookand when I
consumefood.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
The processesand technologiesselectedto manufacturefoods will have to
comply with circular economyand sustainabilityprinciplesto producesafe,
attractive and convenient foods. Thesefoods should also respond to the
expectationsof different consumerswith regardsto their nutritional value,
texture and taste. Foodprocessingwill contribute to makingeasilyaccessible
foodsboth sustainableandhealthy.

What are the most important issues to be addressed to make our food system future-proof? 
Health and sustainability challenges.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
We need the involvement of all the relevant
stakeholderswhen we tackle specificchallenges.
We also require stronger and more long term
collaborationsall the wayalongthe food chain.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030 can help by creating a long-term
research and innovation agenda that supports
investmentsfor the educationof talented young
scientists. In addition it cansupport researchand
a research infrastructure that is both
collaborativeandmultidisciplinary.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
A relevant innovation to food and nutrition
securityis the increasedavailabilityof alternative
proteinbasedproductsfor cooking.

Keynote/ Panellist Speakers and Experts

Rapporteur
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Heike Bach, VISTA Remote Sensing

Dr HeikeBachis educatedin hydrology,geosciencesand remote
sensing. In 1995shefoundedthe companyVISTA,an innovative
company which is specialisedon the applications of remote
sensingin hydrologyand agriculture. AsCEOof VISTAher strong
motivation and passion is for bringing scientifically sound
solutions into practice in order to solve societal challenges.
Presentlyher researchfocus is on the question of how Earth
Observationcan contribute to food security and sustainable
agriculture.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Digital Farming can be key to sustainable agriculture. We use Earth
Observationdata and crop growth modellingto understandthe diversityof
crop production in spaceand time. In this way we develop solutions for
smartseeding,fertilisation,irrigationandharvestmanagement.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
I do not seeone major missingstep, manysmall
ones areneeded.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030 can help by fostering collaboration
andthe exchangeof ideas.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system               
future-proof? 
We needto lower the environmentalfootprint of crop production. We needto succeedin optimising
agricultureproduction to ensurethat there is a high nutrient content and that there are water-use
efficiencies. Thiswould offer sufficient,saveandnutritious food for the growingglobalpopulationand
could,at the sametime, still allowusto preservenaturalareasfor biodiversityandrecreation.

Breakout Session 6: 
How to strengthen 
diversity of food 
systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I reduce my food waste by means of careful
shopping (don't shop when you are hungry!).
I alsoenjoyeatingorganicfood.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
I amnot awareof innovationsin my neighbourhood,but I recentlymet JuliaKaisinger, who co-founded
άLivin CŀǊƳǎέ- https://www .livinfarms.com/. They provide an alternative source of protein from
insectsfor the feedandfood industries. Verycoolandsmart!

What is your preferred meal?
[ŜǘΩǎhavea look at the awesomeinsectcooking
book of Livin Farmsand choosea dish from it.
Theylook great,but for me it would alsobe a test
of courage.

https://www.livinfarms.com/
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Margaret Bath, EIT Food

Margaret Bath is a top executivewho joined the EITFoodas its
CEOin February2018 from The KelloggCompanywhere she
spentthe last 13 yearsof her professionalcareeras SeniorVice
President of Corporate Research, Quality, Nutrition and
Technology. She has over 30 ȅŜŀǊǎΩexperience in leading
positionsin innovationandR&Din the food industry,workingfor
5ǊŜȅŜǊΩǎΣFrito Lay and YŜƭƭƻƎƎΩǎ. She receivedher degree in
ExperimentalFoodsfrom the Universityof Maryland,USA.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to food systems transformation?
For the last 30 years I have been in food innovation (Research& Development),working for two
multinationalcompanies. I haveexperienced,first hand,the power of utilisingthe KnowledgeTriangle
ςlinking education, research and innovation- when creating transformational change. This is
particularlypowerful if the consumer/citizenis kept front and centre in the KnowledgeTriangle. EIT
Foodisempoweringthe citizensof Europeby keepingthem at the centreof all that we do.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Todaywe do not have a food systemthat is fit for purpose. The current
systemis fragmented from farm to fork and will not serve the needsof
future generationsin a sustainableway. As the CEOof EITFood,I have a
unique position and role to play in ensuringthat Europeleadsthe way in
transformingits own food systemwhile creatinga path forward for the rest
of the world.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Large complex problems cannot be solved by
employingthe sametechniquesthat got us here.
We needto think boldly and wiselyusethe tools
and knowledge that is available to drive this
transformation into a sustainablechange. The
wordΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩiskey.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
We need to do the following: ensure adequate
funding for agricultural and food research,
minimizeredundancyof initiativesworkingon the
same objectives,encouragecollaboration across
traditional sectors, ensure that funded
programmesare outcomesbased,and minimize
the bureaucracy.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030canhelp to ensurethat appropriatefundingis providedandthat the ecosystemof various
initiativesworkingagainstthe transformationalfood systemgoal is straight forward and clearso that
thiscanbe addressed.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Detroit Mi is a great exampleof transforminga
city and its residents via urban farming:
https://www .ted.com/talks/devita_davison_how
_urban_agriculture_is_transforming_detroit#t-
29395

Plenary:
FOOD 2030 ςLooking 
Ahead

What is your favourite meal?
My favorite meal is grilled vegetablesgrown in
my backyard and complimented with grilled
chickenfrom the local butcher, and homemade
icecreamthat I hand-crankedmyself!!!

https://www.ted.com/talks/devita_davison_how_urban_agriculture_is_transforming_detroit
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John Bell, European Commission

Dr JohnBell is Director for the Bioeconomyin DG RTDat the
EuropeanCommission. He is responsiblefor EU Research&
Innovation (R&I) policy and programming across the
Bioeconomy; including agriculture and food systems,oceans,
marine and maritime issues,and bio-based industries. He is
steeringthe strategicdevelopmentof FOOD2030, which builds
upon his previous work related to food safety, consumer
protectionandtrust,andfoodlaw, amongstothers.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Providing food and nutrition security is becomingmore challengingand
uncertaindue to the compoundedand interconnectedchallengesof natural
resourcescarcity,climate change,and populationgrowth. Thisis why I am
determined to advance on FOOD 2030 for a systemic approach to
transformingour food systemsthroughresearchandinnovation.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
We must think in more integratedterms, to work
andalignmuchbetter together in order to unlock
the full potential of the researchand innovation
initiatives and make the best use of the results.
We alsoneedto makeknownwhat we know,yet
filter out the excessivenoiseand misinformation
for better decisionmaking.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030providesa researchand innovationpolicy narrativewith regardto the next multi-annual
financialframeworkprogrammeandFP9 of whichpreparationsareongoing. It is a wayof framingand
actinguponthe mostimportant issuesthat arerelevantfor citizens.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Thecomplexityof the food systemrequiresmore
ambitiousand impactful researchand innovation
and closer cooperation between researchers,
farmers,industry,policymakers,civil society,etc.
Understandingthis complexity and working on
the intended and unintendedconsequencesand
multiple leveragepoints to drive sustainablefood
systemstransformation,will bekey.

Plenary: 
Keynote speaker

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Throughsmall gesturesthat count like re-using
cloth bags,buyingfresh,localand in bulk,putting
lessstuff in my fridge and talking about food at
home. Havinga young vegetarianin the family
hashelpedme to rethink my shoppinglist andre-
ordermykitchencupboards.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your 
neighbourhood/region.
In Brusselsthere are two novel initiatives worth
mentioning: Peas& Loveis a vertical roof garden
producing vegetables that people harvest
themselves; and FOODMET,a new food hall for
commercialurbanagriculturethat alsohousesan
AquaponicGreenhouseFarmSystemon its roof.

What is your preferred meal and who would you invite?
I amIrish,soanythingwith potatoes!My own family(aslongasIŘƻƴΩǘhaveto do the cooking)!
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Tim Benton, University of Leeds and 

Chatham House @timgbenton

Tim Benton is Dean of Strategic ResearchInitiatives at the
Universityof Leedsand DistinguishedFellowat ChathamHouse,
UK. From2011-2016he was theά/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴέof the¦YΩǎGlobal
FoodSecurityprogramme,a multi-agencypartnershipof the¦YΩǎ
public bodies(governmentdepartmentsand researchcouncils)
with an interestin foodsystems'challenges. Hehasadvisedmany
governments,and worked closely with the World Economic
Forum. He has publishedover 150 academicpapers,many on
sustainableagriculture.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
I work with many different stakeholdersto think about how to imaginea
sustainablefood future and,onceimagined,how to get from here to there.
The steps can involve both technology and behaviour change,including
changingpeople'sdemandfor food.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Thinkingsystemically. Simplygrowingmore food
leads to lower prices which embedswaste and
over-consumption as economically rational.
Makingfood systemswork for all requiresjoining
up acrossdisciplines,sectorsandpolicydomains.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030canwork to developmoreintegratedthinkingandsolutions.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Weneedto recognisethe food systemisa system
that contributes to economic growth, health,
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎwellbeing and has an environmental
impact. Thinkingabout the systemas a whole
givesa new agendafor transformingthe system
to better deliverpublicgoods.

Plenary: 
Understanding the 
complexity of food 
systems and dynamics

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Other than flying to meetings,we live in a low-
carbon household. We often buy locally,
supportingshorter supplychains,eat little meat,
use renewable energy and heating comes from
ground-sourcedheat-pumps. Left over food gets
recycled into soups,dog food and compost for
the garden.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your 
neighbourhood/region.
I hate to mention Brexit - but it has stimulated
more debate about the importanceof food and
the valuesassociatedwith it, not just its price,
thananythingI canremember.

What is your favourite meal?
I love cooking and good meals need not be
expensive: chapatti, brown rice, daal, egg and
chickpeacurry is absorbingto makeand lovelyto
eat.
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Betina Bergmann Madsen, Municipality of 

Copenhagen @BBergmannMadsen

Betina Bergmann Madsen is Chief Procurement Officer in
CopenhagenMunicipality and is a specialistin the procurement
of sustainable and organic food for the ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ900
kitchens. Themunicipalityprocuresseasonalfruit andvegetables
with a focuson biodiversity. TheƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎambitionisalsoto
ensurethat tendersinclude{a9ΩǎΣcircular economyand Social
EconomicEnterprises. Betina is also founderof the DanishFood
producer network which was set up to share experiencesand
follow up onEUandnationalGreenPublicProcurement.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
I believe that procurementcan be one of the very important keysto the
lockeddoor that holdsthe changeswe dreamof.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
It would be good to make a baseline of who
alreadyhas a focus on sustainableprocurement
within the EUand what kind of focusthis is. This
canbe usedin order to help them movetowards
moregreenpublicprocurement.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD 2030 could create a European Food
procurement network that will meet once or
twiceayear.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
When you doing procurement, think about all 
kinds of sustainable goals into your procurement 
strategy. Talk to people from other areas and try 
ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ - this will help 
you see more clearly what has to be done. You 
will never have the full picture, but the more 
knowledge you gain from different points of view, 
the better you get.

Breakout Session 4: 
How to build resilient 
food systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Privately I buy organic and local produce and
focus on reducingmeat. I alwaysbring my own
bagswhen possible,and we sort our garbageat
home into plastic, paper, metal, glass,organic
wasteandsoon...

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your 
neighbourhood/region.
The food tenders of Copenhagen,Odenseand
Ghent.

What is your favourite meal and who would 
you invite?
Risotto with truffle and mushroomsor a mix of
well prepared vegetables dishes in season. I
would invite my four kids as they are the
future!
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Peter Bossier, Lab Aquaculture & Artemia

Reference Center, Ghent University

Peter Bossieris Headof Lab Aquaculture& Artemia Reference
Centerat GhentUniversity. He was educatedas an Agricultural
Engineerat Ghent University (UGent), Belgium. His teaching
includes aquaculture genetics; disease in aquaculture;
Aquaculture and the environment; Algal culture; Microbial
community management in aquaculture. His current research
focuseson host microbial interactions and geneticsin aquatic
animals.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
I am involvedin researchingthe importanceof the microbialloop in aquatic
productionsystems. Aquaticproductionssystems,if well designed,allow for
recirculating waste nutrients by stimulating the microbial loop in
combinationwith aquaticspeciesthat can profit from the in situ microbial
biomassproduced.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Thereneedsto be supportof projectswith low as
well as high technologyreadinesslevels. For the
latter we need to couple it with socio-economic
discussions.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
Help definea comprehensiveresearchpackage.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Closingnutrient cycles,making use of microbial
loops and possiblycapturing carbon dioxide by
producing microbial proteins, for instance
throughhydrogenoxidisingbacteria.

Breakout Session 4: 
How to build resilient 
food systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I limit my meat consumption.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Thereis a pilot project at the Belgianoffshorewindmill parkswhich is trying to establishthe possibility
of stimulatingextractiveaquaculture(musselfarmingon longlines).

What is your favourite meal and who would 
you invite to your dream dinner party?
Grilled Portuguesesardineswith red and green
grilled peppers. I would invite the three star chef
Hof van Cleve, Belgium. He might have never
tastedit!
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Lorraine Brennan, University College Dublin

ProfessorLorraine Brennan is a Principle Investigator in the
UniversityCollageDublin Institute of Foodand Health (Ireland)
wheresheleadsthe successfulNutrition, Biomarkers,and Health
research group. She has secured considerablenational and
Europeanresearchfunding, and recently was awarded an ERC
consolidatorgrant. Shehas publishedover 150 peer-reviewed
publicationsand is the secretaryof the IrishNutrition Societyand
Directorof the EuropeanNutrigenomicsOrganisation(NuGO).

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
My areaof expertiseis in HumanNutrition. In my opinion in order to ensure
that we can deliver FOOD2030 we need to ensurethat our food systems
become nutrition sensitive. We need to think right through from food
production to the food on our plate and its impact on our nutrition and
health. We have an unique opportunity to deal with major nutrition and
healthissuesin a foodssystemsmanner.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation (R&I) 
more impactful?
We need to align R&I with the requirement for
transformationin the food systemsto ensurethat
a maximumimpact will be achieved. FOOD2030
dialogueshould ensurethat this is the caseand
encouragecollaborationacrossthe Foodsystems.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030offers the possibilityto think differently about how food is produced,processedand sold.
Onewouldhopethat thiswill offer researchersuniqueopportunitiesfor R&I.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
I think that treating the food systemasa system
and thinking right through from production to
nutrition and health is an important issueto be
addressed. Makingthe full food systemnutrition
sensitiveiskeyto this.

Plenary: 
Understanding the 
complexity of food 
systems and dynamics

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Asa citizenI amveryawareof food wasteandtry
hardto minimisewastein my own household. We
recycleand reuse as much as possible. We also
try to eat fruits andvegetablesthat are in season
andlocallyproduced.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
FoodCloudis an innovativenot for profit startup
idea from two female students who saw an
opportunity in relation to food waste and the
provisionof food to charities. Now 274 Irish food
retailers connect with 30 charities through
FoodCloudand ensurethat surplusfood gets to
peoplethat needit.
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Paul Brereton, Queenõs University Belfast 
@brereton_paul

Directorof StrategicAlliancesat vǳŜŜƴΩǎUniversityBelfast,Paul
Breretonhas over 30 ȅŜŀǊǎΩexperienceof applied researchin
the area of food safety and quality. He has led many large
internationalprojects,suchasthe FP6ϵ20M TRACEprojectand
H2020 Authent-Net and currentlyFOODINTEGRITYa ϵ12M EU
project looking at food fraud. He has publishedover 70 peer-
reviewedpapersand edited one book. He has closelinks with
the food industry,UKPublicsector,academiaandthe EC.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
The Europeanagri-food economyis predicatedon supplyinghigh quality,
added value to its consumersand to those in developingeconomies. My
researchandcollaborationsprovidetools and processesto protect that and
to help detect fraudulent imitations, as well as on educationactivitiesand
strategieswhichattempt to re-engageyoungpeoplewith the valueof food.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation  (R&I) 
more impactful?
Thereneedsto be a clearpath for takingresearch
to the market. EU R&I programmes miss
translational research. Projects that are gold
standardwith respectto R&Ishouldautomatically
be taken to the next stageso they can be fully
exploitedandbetter benefitEuropeansociety.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030 could changethe project life profile
to make it more sensiblefor the public. Apart
from somepotentialco-design,moststakeholders
are not interestedin research,but in its outputs.
The project profile shouldhave a long tail of an
extra 2 to 5 years where the project is
disseminated to interested parties for future
deploymentandexploitation.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system future-proof? 
We need a truly integrated agri-food systemto both maximiseefficiencyand reducerisk, and secondly
to provideaddedvalueto primary producers. Primaryproduction is becominga lost componentof food,
reducingthe valueof agriculture.

Breakout Session 2: 
How to strengthen 
responsibility of food 
systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I try to buy localproducewhere possible,usemy
own bagsand reduce our householdswaste of
food by careful monitoring of use by dates and
usingit to feedour daughtersguineapigs.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Queen'sUniversityhavebeguna projectwith schoolchildrento: 1) build a trusted relationshipthrough
positiveengagementbetween local consumersand the nationalagri-food sector,2) educatechildren
about their food supplychainfrom anearlystagesothat theyάǾŀƭǳŜέfood beyondits pricepoint, 3) to
developandengageinterventionsandevaluatetheir effecton the schoolfoodenvironment.

Who would you invite to your dream dinner 
party? 
LΩŘinvite EnekoAtxa and persuadehim to cook,
EmileSandéandaskher to sing,the castof Black
Adder to perform BlackAdder IV and invite my
closefriendsandfamilyto havea greattime!
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Patrizia Brigidi , University of Bologna

PatriziaBrigidiisProfessorin FermentationBiotechnologyat the
Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology,University of
Bologna. Shealso is Rector'sDelegatefor EuropeanResearch,
Memberof the PresidencyCouncilof the NationalTechnological
Cluster AgriFood, and Member of the Board of DISH,
InternationalJointCentrefor FoodSafety. Sheholdsa degreein
ChemistryandPharmaceuticalTechnology.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
My expertiserelates to preventing diet-related diseases,developingfood
that is calibrated to meet the nutritional needsof specificgroups of the
populationandthe relationshipsbetweenour diet, intestinalmicrobiotaand
the healthanddiseasestatusof the host.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation  (R&I) 
more impactful?
We needto involvemorestakeholderswithin R&I
as well as convince consumers about the
importanceof healthy choicesand sustainability-
oriented eating habits. This involves raising
awarenessabout the impact that the food we
choosehason the environment.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030 can foster innovation, accessand
enhanced outcomes of scientific and
technological research. It can facilitate the
collaboration of research bodies, businesses,
institutions and public administration and also
support businessdecisionswithin a regulatory
framework.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our 
food system future-proof? 
Creatinghealthier,tastierandmoresustainablefoods.

Breakout Session 8: 
Building R&I 
ecosystems and place-
based solutions 

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I work towards no food waste, I eat local food; I
pay attention to food labelsand I ensure that I
recyclewasteappropriately.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Thesupportof youngagronomistsin our regionto producefreshvegetablesandfruits.

What is your preferred meal and who would 
you invite to your dream dinner party? 
I would have pasta and invite Bob Dylan, a myth 
of my youth.
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Jacqueline Broerse, Athena Institute              

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Jacqueline Broerse is a Professor of Innovation and
Communication,Healthand LifeSciencesand Vice-Deanat the
Vrije UniversiteitAmsterdam. Her backgroundis in Biomedical
sciences,Science,technology and society studies and global
health. Her researchaskshow sciencecan better contribute to
solvingsocietalproblemsin an equitableand responsibleway.
She currently coordinatestwo large EU-funded projects: the
ErasmusMundus Joint Degree Program on Transdisciplinary
Solutions to Global Health Challenges (since 2012) and
FIT4FOOD2030, a coordinationand support action supporting
the ECto implementFOOD2030.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
My area of expertise concernsthe integration of different disciplines,
sectorsand forms of knowledgeto forge stronger links between science
and society. Suchintegration is crucial to achievingthe urgently needed
transformation of the food system.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
What we need is to embed the principles of
ResponsibleResearchand Innovation (RRI)into
Research and Innovation. This means doing
research that is trans-disciplinary and involves
closecollaborationwith multiplestakeholders.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues?
FOOD2030cansupportusby helpingto establish
and support a better incentive structure for
Research& Innovation.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Simply put, there is no single most important
issueto makeour food systemfuture-proof. The
transformation of our food systemis extremely
complex and requires a multi-intervention
strategy.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I am a vegetarianand I alsocompostmy organic
wasteat home.

Breakout Session 3: 
How to foster
inclusiveness of food 
systems by 2030?



20

Judith Bryans, 

International Dairy Federation and Dairy UK 

Dr Judith Bryans is the Presidentof the International Dairy
Federation,an organisationrepresentingcountriesresponsible
for approximately85% of the global milk supply. Judithis also
the ChiefExecutiveof the trade associationDairy UK. Sheis a
Boardmemberof the EuropeanDairy Association(EDA)and is
Chair of the EDA'sScientificAdvisory Board on Nutrition &
Health. Judithholdsa PhDfrom King'sCollegeLondonand is a
registerednutritionist.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Sustainablefood systems must have a rounded view recognising the
nutritional, social and economic aspects of food production and
consumption. Agricultureis essentialin ensuringthe world hashigh quality
food, but also plays a role in livelihoods and female empowerment, in
maintainingcommunitiesandthe rural environment.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Technologyand innovation could have a very
positive impact on agricultureand food systems
in the future but mustbe basedon the realworld
and not idealism and theory alone. Partnering
with industry and understandingthe diversity of
the supplychainsacrossthe globe to gain a real
world viewof what ispossibleneedsto happento
achievecontinuoussupplychainimprovements.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Addressingthe imbalance between those who
haveanadequatesupplyof goodqualitynutrition
producedin a sustainablewayandat a pricethey
can afford versus those who don't even have
enough food. We urgently need to addressthe
current situation in the world where obesityand
malnutrition have such a detrimental impact on
people'slivesandon nationaleconomies.

Breakout Session 2: 
How to strengthen 
responsibility of food 
systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
As a citizen, I recognisethe value of sustainable
foods systems in both my professional and
personal life. Professionally, I represent
organisations committed to ensuring safe,
nutritious and sustainable food production.
Personally,I alwaysmakesureto reducemy own
food wasteandto recycle.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
The UK developed a processor biodiversity
strategyto ensureenhancedbiodiversityaround
processingplants,whether they are urban,semi-
urban or rural. Thiscan include allowing natural
regeneration, nestling facilities for birds,
removing invasive plant species and planting
nativeplantspecies.

Who would you invite to your dream dinner 
party? 
J.K. Rowling, MichelleObama,OprahWinfreyand
Bill Gatesbecauseall four have chosento use
their careerpositionsto striveto helpothers.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
Simply- to engagemorewith us.
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Matthias Brunner, tsenso GmBH
@tsensoCom

Matthias Brunner is Managing Partner at tsenso GmbH,
Germany. After 10 years in the development, sales and
marketing of automotive sensorsat Robert Bosch,Matthias
foundedtsensoto reducefood waste and improve cool chain
managementby the FreshIndex. Thisis a dynamicexpirydate,
usingIoTandBigDataAlgorithms. Matthias receivedhisPhDin
statistical physics,with numerouspublications, for which he
receivedthe Airbus-Groupaward ά/ƭŀǳŘŜ5ƻǊƴƛŜǊάfor applied
research.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
The transformationof the food systemneedsto take all stakeholdersinto
account. While working on our FreshCloud, an exchangecloud for food
safety data as the basis for a future dynamic, real-time expiry date, we
gathered farm to fork supplychainanalytics. Thishada focuson ultra-fresh
produce,meat,fish,dairy,andfruit andvegetables.

What needs to be done to make the outcomes of Research & Innovation more impactful?
Research& Innovationcanonlyhavea marketimpactif it takesmarketneedsinto account.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD 2030 can give guidance on European long-term strategies and policies.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system future-
proof? 
The strict certification and testing procedures for new foods, such as artificial meats, including long-
term trails common in the pharmaceutical sector, before they are released for public consumption.

Breakout Session 5: 
How to strengthen 
competitiveness of 
food systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I havestarted to buy more and more food online
andget it deliveredto myhomeafter work.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Food delivery servicesthat use cargo bikes and
micro-hubsfor homedeliverydistribution.
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Pedro EscuderoCampillo, Buggypower

PedroEscudero, born in 1961, Spain,startedhiscareerwith the
internationalizationof hisŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎcanningindustrybusinessin
Europe,Africa and SouthAmerica. Hehasdevelopedindustries
in the areasof agri-food,constructionandrealestate. In the last
10 years,he beganwhat is today the leadingprojectof marine
microalgaeproductionin closedphotobioreactors, a proprietary
technology. The Buggypower Group designs, builds and
operatesindustrialscalemarinemicroalgaebiomassproduct.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
I look at how we can produce a new sourceof premium quality biomass
from the oceans,in a sustainablepathway usingthe CircularBioeconomy
concept. Thekeywordsareάa!wLb9aL/wh![D!9έ.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Thesolution for mankindis in the oceans,not in
space. We therefore needto focuson developing
the ecoinnovationtechnologyto producemarine
microalgaein closephoto-bioreactors,to get an
efficient and secure way of feeding the
population and avoid pandemic illnesses, like
cardiovascularandneurodegenerativediseases.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your 
colleagues? 
Createa soliddatabasethat: 1. PresentsEuropean
SustainablePolicies; 2. Updates related lines of
Credit and Investments; 3. Maps big CO2 factory
and producers with big areas where microalgae
units could be installed; 4. Match the previous
three points with companiesthat, like ours, are
capable of designing, building and operating
solutionson anindustrialandsecurescale.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our                                                  
food system future-proof? 
Forme, the questionthat canopenthe discussionis this: how arewe goingto be ableto feed8.6 billion
of people in 2030, 9.8 billion in 2050and 11.2 billion by 2100 in a sustainable,inclusive,responsible,
diverseandsecureway?Totacklethismajorchallenge,"business-as-usual"isnot anoption.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Buggypoweris a leadingbiotechologycompanyin
food sustainability,producingmarinemicroalgae,
an ingredient that not only captures CO2 and
producesO2, but also is able to produceprotein,
vitamins,minerals,omega3, etc. So,it is really a
matter of learning how to improve literacy in
sustainablefood choicesif we want to have the
chanceto live longeron this planet.

Breakout Session 1: 
How to build 
sustainable food 
systems by 2030?

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Buggypowerhas just received the International
FeaturedStandards(IFS)certification, and what
has brought us to this evolution path is the
patented systemwe use to cultivate our marine
microalgae: a closedsystemof photo-bioreactors,
that enableusto control everyparameterrelated
to nutrients, CO2 and pure sea water that our
marinemicroalgaeneedto growhealthily.

What is your preferred meal?
With a simple grissinni, bombom or algyoli (the Spanishversion of aioli) you will try all the
macrobenefitsof .ǳƎƎȅǇƻǿŜǊΩǎmarinemicroalgae. Showup at mypanel!
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Martin Caraher, Centre for Food Policy, 

City University of London @MartinCaraher

Martin Caraherwas a founding member of the LondonFood
Boardandof the London2012OlympicFoodBoard. In 2012and
2013 he was the Ψ¢ƘƛƴƪŜǊin wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΩat DeakinUniversity,
Melbourneand the AustralianIŜŀƭǘƘǿŀȅΩǎfellow for 2008and
2016. His recent researchhas included the EuropeanMDP
program; food/sugar taxationschemes; a critiqueof the English
ResponsibilityDealanda reviewof the Australianfood plan. He
is particularly angered by the high level of food poverty in
modernsocieties.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Despitethe advancesin the food systemmanyof our citizensare left out of
the equation and have problemsaccessingappropriateand healthy foods.
Accessto food is determinedby socialposition& incomenot by the amount
of food available. In Europewe have enough food but many go to bed
hungry. Somepartsof the food systemdo not alwayspaya livingwageand
manyfood workersarefood poor.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
We need to place equity at the heart of all
processes. Soall researchand innovationsshould
be (food)povertyandinequalityproofed.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your 
colleagues? 
Seeequity asa core issuein food systems,so that
the consequencesof food system inequality are
not pickedup elsewheree.g. in welfareandhealth
budgets. We need more 'true cost accounting'so
that we canseethe realcostsof the foodsystem.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our                                                  
food system future-proof? 
Ensuringfood workerscanearna livingwageso that povertyamongproducers,growersandworkersis
addressed. In doing this we canalsoaddressthe issueof rural isolationand the sustainabilityof rural
communities. Thisis linked to ensuringthat future food systemsoperate more closedloop or circular
economiesto ensurehealthandsustainabilityagendasarecombined.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I buy locally, support a farm box scheme and
support locally owned shops. I also believe the
nation state has an important part to play in
controllingthe excessesand ensuringthe right to
food is met, I campaignand advocate on this
issue.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Home delivery schemes direct from the farm.

What is your preferred meal and who 
would you invite?
I would have a vegetarian curry with lots of
dishes. LΩŘinvite Bruce Springsteen, James
Connolly (Irish patriot), John McGahern (Irish
novelist), Noël Browne (politician/doctor), Nye
Bevan(responsiblefor the UK NHS). Why - all
havesomethingto sayaboutpoverty.

Plenary: 
Understanding the 
complexity of food 
systems and dynamics
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Patrick Caron, Cirad

PatrickCaronis a VeterinaryDoctorwith a PhDin Development
Geography. A specialist of territorial dynamics, he is
InternationalDirectorat MontpellierUniversityof Excellence. He
was appointedas the Chairof the High LevelPanelof Experts
(HLPE)of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)in
November2015and onceagain in 2017(until 2019). He joined
CIRADin 1988wherehe hasbeenDirector-Generalfor research
and strategyfrom 2010to 2016. Heis the author of more than
two hundredpublications.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Nowadaysfood systemsare the main focus of my works and my main
institutionalresponsibilityaschairof the HLPE/CFS.

What needs to be done to make the outcomes of Research & Innovation more impactful?
Acknowledgingfood systemstransformationasa main lever towardsSDGsandfood systemsasa main
focusfor development.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030 can strengthen a community of practice and support the acknowledgmentof the
importanceof food systemsfor researchanddevelopmentagendas.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system future-
proof? 
Beingable to assessthe environmentaland socialfootprint of food consumption,in order to adapt
consumptionpatternsandencouragesmarterproductionpatterns.

Plenary:
Keynote speaker

As a citizen, how are you contributing to food systems transformation?
I try to adaptmy behaviourby takinginto accountthe footprint of my consumptionand to contribute
to generalliteracyasmuchasI can.
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Justine Cattacin, La Ruche Qui Dit Oui ! / 

The Food Assembly

Justine Cattacin is currently responsible for International
operationsat La RucheQui Dit Oui! Shestarted to work in the
food systemsectorsix yearsago creatingTawari, a local food
companyin Barcelona. In 2014, she joined ¡La ColmenaQue
DiceSí! andbecameCountryManagerof the Spanishoffice. She
studiedin Lilleandearneda Masterof Managementfrom Edhec
BusinessSchool and a Master of Entrepreneurshipat the
Universityof Barcelona.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Our expertise lies in short supply chains. We give tools to farmers and
consumersto createcommunitiesof peoplethat canbuy directly freshfood
from localproducers.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Awareness. Weneedto makepeoplemoreaware
of the initiatives they have close by and of the
importanceof changingtheir habits.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD 2030 can create synergies between
initiatives. It can help by creating a strong
network where we can share problematicsand
solutions.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our 
food system future-proof? 
We need to ensure that there is easy accessand a fair price for fresh,
seasonaland local food. In addition we should invent and provide logistical
solutionsto smallproducersof food.

Breakout Session 5: 
How to strengthen 
competitiveness of 
food systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to food systems transformation?
I usuallybuy fresh and seasonalproductsdirectly from local farmers. I love cookingand I havemore
than1000wormsat hometo helpmewith the composting.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
In France,La RucheQui Dit Oui ! is the main actor providing the tools to create short supplychain
solutions. The platform gives tools to create communities of people called "Assemblies". Small
producerscansell their productsdirectly to the final consumervia theseAssemblies. In France,there
aremorethan800Assemblieswith morethan7000producersinvolved.
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Karen Cooper, Nestlé Research 
@KarenAnneCooper

DrKarenCooperhasbeenwith NestléResearchfor 13yearsand
currentlyleadsthe Research&DevelopmentSustainabilityteam.
The team developsscience,tools and collaborationsto help
drivecompanyimpact. Shewassecondedin 2017to the World
Business Council for Sustainable Development (FreSH
programme). Dr Cooperholdsa BScin Human& Environmental
Biology,an MScin HumanNutrition and a PhDin Biomedical
Sciences(University of Ulster) and has a PG Certificate in
SustainableBusinessfrom the Universityof Cambridge.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Nutrition security is key to food systemstransformation. A functioning
system must deliver affordable and appropriate nutrition to all citizens,
within planetary boundariesand aiding social development at the same
time. Thisis especiallytrue for thosepeoplethat producethe food that we
consume,whichisoneareaof focusfor my team.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Researchand innovationare key to ensuringthat
changes are informed by science and are
successful, so building more trust in sciencewill
be important. Simplifyingthe food environment
for consumers, whilst consistently promoting
healthy and sustainablediets, will increasethe
impactof innovationin thisspace.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
FOOD2030can help industry to do its part towards transformingthe food systemto deliver healthy
and sustainablediets to all. FOOD2030canwork with programmessuchasFReSH(FoodReformfor
SustainabilityandHealth)with the World BusinessCouncilfor SustainableDevelopment,wherewilling
industryaregathering,to ensureimpactandchangeat scale.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
What we consumehasto change. Diets in many
countriesare headingin a direction that cannot
be sustained, both from planetary and health
perspectives. Children's diets are key, as food
habitsareset early in life, andsohelpingthe next
generation eat healthily and within planetary
boundariescanevolvemoresustainablediets.

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I have been predominantly vegetarian since the 
age of 16 and am raising my family as flexitarian, 
making use of plant based meat alternatives and 
using vegetables as centre of plate. We plant 
pollinator friendly flowers wherever we currently 
live, switched to eco cleaning products and do 
local beach cleans with my young son to help care 
for local wildlife and water. 

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
A rule was introduced for all householdwaste
meaningthat if not recycled,it must be placedin
specific bags, bought from local supermarkets.
The bags are quite expensive, funding waste
management whilst driving people to recycle
more and take a more concerted look at their
food waste. Any organic waste is transformed
into affordablecompostfor localsale.

Plenary: 
Understanding the 
complexity of food 
systems and dynamics
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Mathilde Douillet , Fondation Daniel & Nina 

Carasso@sustain_food

Mathilde Douillet is in chargeof the international program on
SustainableFoodSystemsat FondationDaniel& Nina Carasso,
includingthe calls for researchprojects,and global, European
and Frenchnetworksof Foundations. Shesits on the Steering
Committeesof both the GlobalAlliancefor the Futureof Food,a
global coalition of over 20 foundations, and its European
equivalent. Shewas a memberof the Frenchinter-ministerial
group on food securitybetween2010-2014. Shehas a PhDin
Economicsandan M.Engin AgriculturalDevelopment.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Trained in globalcomparativeagriculturaldevelopment,I havelearnt about
the many benefits to our health, our planet and societiesthat agricultural
systemscanhave,providedthat actorsaregiventhe right incentives. During
my PhD in International EconomicsI realized how researchersare not
trainedto becomeawareof the societalimpactsof their work.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
R&I needs better trained researcherstowards
trans-diciplinarity, it needsto beopento all forms
of knowledge and collaborate with economic
actors and consumers. It should sensitise
innovatorson the needandpossibilityof havinga
societal impact through economic and social
inclusion and the health and environmental
benefitsof innovations.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030can convincefundersof the need to
embrace a larger vision that looks at research
usefulnessfor food systemssustainability. FOOD
2030 can also to join forces, and better align
fundingin thisarea.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system future-
proof? 
It isa combinationof buildingresilience,sustainabilityanddiversity.

Breakout Session 7: 
R&I Alignment & 
Investments through 
better governance

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I mostlyeat organicand/or local,seasonalfood. I
am a flexitarian and I cook from only fresh
productswith my kids. In additionI alsocompost.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
By sourcinglocallyand buyinglargequantities in
bulk, VRACis a network of consumer groups
providing affordable, high quality (organic)food
products to people living in the poorest
neighbourhoodsof bigFrenchcities. Socialmixing
and convivialityare at the heart of the activities,
together with the promotion of healthy food
habits; through cooking contests with chefs.
http://vrac-asso.org/.

http://vrac-asso.org/
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Arjen Droog, RegioFoodValley
@arjendroog

ArjenDroogMBAis managementboardmemberof RegioFood
Valley in The Netherlands. FoodValley is 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎleading
innovation ecosystemin agri-food, with a strong triple helix
cooperation including the renowned Wageningen. Droog is
responsiblefor internationalisationand the executionplan of
the ambitious FoodValley Strategic Agenda. He studied
Theology,BusinessInformatics,JournalismandfinishedhisMBA
at PurdueUniversity(USA).

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
Workingin the leadingEuropeanknowledgeintensiveagri-food ecosystem,
we do not just shareresponsibilityfor helping to feed the growing world
population,we alsofeel the urge to createbreakthroughinnovationsin the
sustainabilityof our globalfood systems. Thisrequirestransformationsthat
RegioFoodValleywantsto contributeto.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
We need to jointly invest in both breakthrough
innovations, as well as to further develop the
sustainability and efficiency of existing food
systems. Thereis no time or room to do just one.
Thepriorities and driversof FOOD2030are spot
on. Regionsand knowledgeinstitutions need to
accelerate their efforts to set up matching
programs. FoodValleywill gladlybepart of that.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
Making our food systems future-proof is very
complexandcannotbe reducedto just onesingle
issue. Manyissuesarecrucial: Europeanrulesand
regulationsneed to change,consumersneed to
be involved in agri-food innovation, much more
research and innovation is necessary to
dramatically improve the sustainabilityof food
production,to namea few.

Breakout Session 7:
Strengthening R&I 
Alignment & 
Investments through 
better governance

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
Themeat my family eatsis producedby a farmer
close to our house. Sustainability and animal
welfare are very important to us. We sometimes
experimentwith alternative sourcesof proteins,
like insects. Guestsare treated with a delicious
buffalo worm and grasshopperquiche, which is
myƪƛŘǎΩfavoritebugrecipe.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
Justoneexampleof a FoodValleyprogramto improvefood andnutrition securityisTheFoodAlliance.
HereWageningenUniversityand the regionalhospitalZiekenhuisGelderseVallei, focuson the cross-
over between food and health. One of their successfulprogrammesaims at reducingmalnutrition
amongstthe elderly.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030alreadyhelpswith its sharpfocuson
priorities. But global food systemsŘƻƴΩǘchange
by just prioritising. FOOD2030will need to work
closely with regions and European agri-food
universitiesto accelerateresultsor to set up new
joint ResearchandInnovationprogrammes.
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Shiva Dustdar, European Investment Bank

ShivaDustdarheadsthe InnovationFinanceAdvisoryDivisionin
the EuropeanInvestmentBank (EIB). Shehas beenat the EIB
since 2003, first in Risk Management, then in its Lending
Directorate financing higher risk, innovative projects before
joining the AdvisoryServicesDepartment. BeforeEIB,shewas
Director of EuropeanHigh Yield at Fitch Rating Agencyand
worked at J.P. Morgan InvestmentBankingin New York and
London. Dustdar holds a BA in Economicsfrom Columbia
Universityandan ExecutiveMBAfrom LondonBusinessSchool.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
My expertise lies in accessto finance: I am by professionan investment
bankerwith 25 yearsof experiencein internationalfinance. Overthe last 10
yearsI havebeeninvolvedin financingandadvisinginnovativecompaniesall
overEuropeandassociatedcountries. I havealsohelpedto developnewrisk
sharingfinancialinstrumentsunderInnovFin.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
I believe that in order to make Research&
Innovationoutcomesmore impactful, they need
to be scaled up in order to reach their full
potential. This will of course often require
cooperation along the food value chain and
innovative,fair waysof sharingrisksandrewards.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and your colleagues? 
It canincreaseour awarenessandunderstandingof the keychallengesahead. Thepolicyobjectivesof
FOOD2030 can be used to assesshow EIBcan support these objectiveswith its current financial
products and where it needsto develop new ones. FOOD2030 can also understandthe level of
investmentreadinessof new technologicalinnovationsandhow their developmentcanbe accelerated
with morepublic& privatecapitalsupport.

What is the single most important issue to 
be addressed to make our food system 
future-proof? 
To makeour food systemsfuture-proof we need
systemicthinkingand a changein mindsetacross
the entire ecosystem- including the financial
community. We need to understand the
interdependenciesacross the sectors and the
needfor businessmodel innovationto go handin
handwith technologicalinnovation.

Breakout Session 5: 
How to strengthen 
competitiveness of 
food systems by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I regularlyshop at farmer marketsand make an
effort to reduce food packagingand waste by
buyingin bulk usingmy own bags. I alsobuy fair
trade and organic local produce whenever
possible. I alsoeducatemy teenagechildrento be
more consciousof food originsandthe impacton
climate change. In our family, we have reduced
the meat intake considerablyby having1-2 days
per weekof meatlessdays

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
A greatcasefrom Luxembourg(Dudelange) is the
Cake Atelier, a company that has received a
guaranteefrom the EIBGroup(EIF). What started
with a passionfor cakes,evolvedinto a workshop
in traditional pastry makingand cakedesignfor
the young and the old. A new location, larger
workshop, and more materials and stock were
the results. Thiskindof scale-up is important.
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Laura Fernández Celemín, EUFIC 
@LaurFerndz

Dr LauraFernándezCelemínisDirectorGeneralof EUFIC,a non-
profit organisationthat communicatesthe sciencebehindfood
and health to the public in an understandableway. Shehas
passionatelyled the organisationsince2015and firmly believes
in the power of informed consumers. Sheholds a degree in
Dietetics& Human Nutrition and a PhDin BiomedicalSciences
from the CatholicUniversityof Louvainin Belgium.

Why is your specific area of expertise important in relation to food 
systems transformation?
My expertise is sciencecommunication,more specificallytranslating the
complexsciencebehindfood andhealth into understandable,appealingand
actionableinformation. Knowinghow to achievea sustainable,future-proof
food system is one thing, but achieving behaviour change is another.
Informingthe publicin anengagingwayisa keysteptowardsthat goal.

What needs to be done to make the 
outcomes of Research & Innovation more 
impactful?
Communicationis key. Research& Innovationcan
only be impactful when it provides practical
solutions for current and future needs. To
understand the needs one must have an open
dialogue with different stakeholders (not
forgetting those currently less involved). The
ongoingFIT4FOOD2030project isanexample.

What can FOOD 2030 do to help you and 
your colleagues? 
FOOD2030canhelpusby investingin Research&
Innovationthat hasthe consumerin mind above
all. It can also play a role regarding the
translation of the researchresults into tangible
messages that encourage behaviour change
towards healthier and more sustainable food
choices.

What is the single most important issue to be addressed to make our food system future-
proof? 
Achievinga long-lastingpopulationswitchtowardshealthyandbalanceddiets that are producedin a
sustainableway.

Breakout Session 6:
How to strengthen 
diversity of food systems 
by 2030?

As a citizen, how are you contributing to 
food systems transformation?
I makea consciouseffort to reducefood wasteat
home, to eat less meat and more plant-based
foods. I want to be an examplefor my daughters
and make them aware of the importance that
sustainablefood choiceshave for preservingthe
extraordinaryworld we live in.

Describe a relevant innovative good practice 
related to food and nutrition security in your
neighbourhood/region.
My localsupermarketsellsa cakemadeout of the
breadsthey ŘƛŘƴΩǘsell the day before, its a nice
exampleof a sustainableand economicallyviable
solution. Another example is nicely presented
snack-vegetablesat supermarketcheckouts.

What is your preferred meal and who would attend?
Parmigianadi melanzane(egg-plant lasagna). I would invite ElonMusk, just to havea conversation
aboutfoodsystemsandhearhisout-of-the boxthinkingabout it.


